UAE consumes
3.2b cubic metres
of water annually

115 dams 'built to recharge groundwater’

By Artan Kazm
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Al Ain UAE consumes more
than 3.2 billion cubic metres
of water every year, a senior
officer from the environ-
ment agency has warned.

Mohammad A. Dawoud,
said given the declining wa-
ter levels and a general dete-
rioration in groundwater
quality, the protection and
conservation of  fresh
groundwater is of vital im-
portance.

Mohammad 5. Al Asam,
Assistant Deputy Minister
at the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Water, also said
115 dams have been built to
artificially recharge the de-
pleting groundwater re-
sources. They were speak-
ing at a conference which
was held here recently.

The dams are construct-
ed in the northern emirates
and have significantly en-
hanced the groundwater
recharge, said Al Asam.

*Enhanced groundwater
recharge represents a feasi-
ble solution to avoid the

High consumption

= JAE consumes 3.2 billion cubic
metres of water per year, enough
1o fill 1.27 million Olympic-sized
swimming pools.

= UAE per capita domestic water
consumption ks world highest at
378 litres per day.

#1J5 is the second-highest with
265 litres per day.

wlIAE is second-largest producer of
desalinated water (180 billion

gallons per year) after Saudi Arabia.

depletion of aquifers in
UAE." he said. He said ex-
cessive pumping and the
lack of rainfall and natural
resources have been deplet-
ing groundwater levels and
quality in many aquifers in
the country.

“A large number of moni-
toring wells have [also] been
installed within the vicinity
of recharge dams to assess
their efficiency,” he said,
adding that groundwater
level is measured monthly.
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